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G R E E T I NG S / WHE RE Y ’AT!!!
Don’t mind me, this is just my way of welcoming you to the great city of New Orleans for
BN’s 10th Anniversary Celebration!
This is the perfect place to commemorate this milestone achievement for our organization.
Not only is it filled with rich history and a resilient spirit, it is also the birthplace of my
maternal grandmother, Ethel May Welch. Her non religious influence and love is what
guided my own perspective, and also helped to shape the activist and organizer that I am
today.
As BN celebrated our 5th Anniversary in our hometown of Atlanta in 2016, it was amazing
to see, and share what we had accomplished at that time. In 2011, we began as a local
group that provided networking, refuge and support for other Blacks (in particular) who
were living religion and god free lives. And five years later, we had become one of the
most recognized and engaging organizations in the secular community. And though we
have had more than our fair share of challenges along this ten year journey, we share the
same spirit of resilience and determination that is this great city that we are in right now.
2020 has been one of the most trying years that many of us have ever experienced. We
are still in the midst of a global health pandemic, and we witnessed the U.S. Presidential
administration’s almost complete disregard for evidence based methods for protecting the
general public. We are still dealing with evangelistic approaches in our country, and it is
now more than ever to stand strong as a non believing community if we are to keep each
other and ourselves safe.
But with this new year, there is much to look forward to.. And we thank you for supporting
Black Nonbelievers, and helping us bring in 2021 on a high note. We have made history,
and we want to continue building in the years to come.
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Thank you once again for being a part of our family.
This is more than a conference - it’s a CELEBRATION
“Laissez les bon temps rouler!!!” (Let the good times roll!!!)
Sincerely,

Mandisa L. Thomas
Founder and President
Black Nonbelievers Inc.
“Walking by Sight, NOT Faith!”

#BNchangeslives
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DINING OP T I O N S

within walking distance of BN’s 10th Anniversary*
1. Luke (located at the Hilton St. Charles) - 333 St. Charles Ave, New Orleans, LA 70130
https://www.lukeneworleans.com/
2. Daisy Dukes Cafe - 308 St. Charles Ave, New Orleans, LA 70130
https://www.daisydukesrestaurant.com/
3. Streetcar Cafe - 312 St. Charles Ave, New Orleans, LA 70130
https://streetcarcafe.com/
4. Trenasse - 444 St. Charles Ave, New Orleans, LA 70130
https://www.trenasse.com/
5. Jimbeaux’s Bar &Grill - 326 Camp St, New Orleans, LA 70130
https://jimbeauxs.com/
6. Cafe at the Square (located in the Blake hotel) - 500 St. Charles Ave, New Orleans, LA
70130 https://cafeatthesquare.com/
7. Tsunami Sushi (closed on Sundays) - 601 Poydras St (use St. Charles entrance),
Suite B New Orleans, LA 70130 https://www.servingsushi.com/new_orleans/
8. Ruby Slipper Cafe - 200 Magazine St, New Orleans, LA 70130
https://www.therubyslippercafe.net/
9. Big Pie Pizza - 407 Baronne St, New Orleans, LA 70112
https://www.bigpiepizzamenu.com/
10. Starbucks - 601 Poydras St, New Orleans, LA 70130
Starbucks on Poydras

*Most locations offer takeout/delivery, and are vegetarian/vegan friendly
For more information on dining, transportation, tours and entertainment, visit

https://www.neworleans.com/
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DAY 1 S C HE DU L E
TIME

LOCATION

6:00 pm Registration opens - 2nd Floor Lobby
7:00 pm Reception - St. Charles Ballroom

(sponsored by the American Humanist Association)

9:00 pm Cruisin’ the Quarter/Hangout (optional)

DAY 2 SCHE D U LE

DAY 3 S C HE DU L E

TIME

LOCATION

8:00 am Registration - 2nd Floor Lobby
Fleur De Lis Ballroom
9:00 am Welcome / Opening remarks - Mandisa Thomas
9:30 am Debbie Goddard - “Secular Survey and its
Importance to our Movement”

TIME

LOCATION

8:00 am Sunday Brunch - St. Charles Ballroom
Fleur De Lis Ballroom
9:00 am Welcome to Day 2
9:15 am Chris Cameron - “Three Key Black Freethinkers
in the History of the United States.”

10:15 am Break

10:00 am Jeremiah Camara - “Was it REALLY a God?”

10:30 am Breakout Sessions
1. “Secular Community Service During COVID” Tina Marshall, Wil Jeudy, and Phil Session

11:00 am Break

2. “Maintaining Safe, Sexual, and Sexy
Relationships During COVID” Bridgett Crutchfield, and Darrel Ray

11:15 am Closing Session: BN Changes Lives - led by
Bridgett Crutchfield and Mandisa Thomas
Noon Anniversary Celebration concludes

11:15 am Dr. Sabrina Dent “Living Our Truths:
Prioritizing Religious Freedom For All”
Noon Lunch Break
1:30 pm Amuri Morris - Hurston Scholarship Winner
2:00 pm J.T. Snipes “Let’s Get Free:
Christian Reflections on Black Secularism”
2:30 pm Gayle Jordan - “Running Heathen in JesusLand:
It’s Not About The Seat”
3:00 pm Break
3:30 pm Anthony Magnabosco “How Did You Determine That’s True?
Some Frank Thoughts on Past Interlocutors”
4:15 pm Sikivu Hutchinson “Humanists in the Hood: #Standing4BlackGirls”
5:00 pm Day 1 adjourns, prepare for dinner
6:00 pm Dinner and Dancing - St. Charles Ballroom
(sponsored by Compassion and Choices)
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10:00 pm Cruisin’ the Quarter (optional)
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S PEA KER S I N D E X
Jeremiah Camara

(He/Him/His) is the author of Holy Lockdown: Does the
Black Church Limit Progress and The
New Doubting Thomas: The Bible,
Black Folks and Blind Belief. He is also
the producer of the documentaries
Contradiction: A Question of Faith and
the newly released Holy Hierarchy:
The Religious Roots of Racism in
America. Both are available on the
Amazon Prime video network.
Jeremiah is also the creator of the popular YouTube
series Slave Sermons, and has been a frequent guest
speaker with Black Nonbelievers, including the Blackout
Secular Rally in 2013, the 5th Anniversary Celebration
in 2016, and the 2017 and 2018 cruise conventions.

Chris Cameron, Ph.D

(He/Him/His) is a Professor of History at the University
of North Carolina at Charlotte. He is
also the founder and past president
of the African American Intellectual
History Society. Cameron received
his B.A. in History from Keene State
College and his M.A. and Ph.D. in
American History from the University
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. His
research and teaching interests include early American
history, the history of slavery and abolition, and
American religious and intellectual history.
Cameron is the author of To Plead Our Own Cause:
African Americans in Massachusetts and the Making of
the Antislavery Movement (Kent State University Press,
2014) and Black Freethinkers: A History of African
American Secularism (Northwestern University Press,
2019). He is also the co-editor of New Perspectives on
the Black Intellectual Tradition (Northwestern University
Press, 2018).

Bridgett “Bria” Crutchfield

(She/Her/Hers) was baptized and raised in the
Jehovah’s Witness faith, from which
she was later disfellowshipped. In
2006 she came out as an atheist,
and in 2011, founded Minority
Atheists of Michigan. In 2013 she
established the Detroit area affiliate
of Black Nonbelievers. In 2016 she
spearheaded the initiative, Operation:
Water For Flint via GoFundMe, which raised $7k. Bria
has 4 grandchildren, affectionately known as “Suga
Babies” and is in a long term relationship with her
partner, Kimberlee.
Bria also serves on the board for Black Nonbelievers,
and has presented at the organization’s 5th Anniversary
celebration in 2018, the 2017 BN Convention at Sea,
and the 2018 Secular Women Work conference. She is
also one of the key organizers for the Women of Color
Beyond Belief conference that debuted in 2019.
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Dr. Sabrina Dent

(She/Her/Hers) is the Senior Faith Advisor at Americans
United for Separation of Church
and State. She previously worked
as director of recruitment and
admissions at the Religious Freedom
Center of the Freedom Forum, where
she managed several education
initiatives designed for religious and
civic leaders.
A life-long advocate for human rights and social justice,
Dr. Dent has presented at numerous programs and
events including the 2018 Parliament of the World’s
Religions conference and Melissa Rogers’s Faith in
American Public Life book launch on CSPAN Book
Tv. Her most recent articles “The Two Big G’s - God
and Government” and “Falwell’s Latest Outburst
Underscores the Moral Imperative of Religious
Freedom’’ speak to the critical importance of addressing
church-state issues, while acknowledging this historical
challenge of religion and religious freedom.

Debbie Goddard

(She/Her/Hers) is the current Vice President of
Programs at American Atheists. With
over two decades of experience
as an organizer and activist, she
became involved with the secular
movement as a college student
in 2000 and attended atheist,
freethinker, humanist, and skeptic
group meetings in Philadelphia,
New York City, New Jersey, and central Pennsylvania.
Her involvement increased over time, serving on local
advisory boards, starting a student group, editing a
monthly campus freethought email newsletter, and
holding a work-study position at the Center for Inquiry
(CFI)’s office in Rockefeller Center. In 2002, she was
recognized in a Beliefnet “Godless Who’s Who” list as
“The Student Activist’’ and in the Washington Blade as
an “out” nonbeliever.
After serving as a field organizer and as campus
outreach coordinator, she became CFI’s Outreach
Director in 2012 and managed their U.S. branches
and the international student outreach program. She
also served as the Director for their program, African
Americans for Humanism, where in 2012, she led a
billboard and ad campaign featuring several notable
black atheists. Additionally, she was also the lead
organizer for the Women in Secularism 4 conference
and the annual CFI Leadership Conference.
Debbie is actively engaged in LGBTQ activism,
civil rights work, and trains new organizers in her
communities.

S P E A K E R S I NDE X
Sikivu Hutchinson, Ph.D

(She/Her/Hers) is the founder and Executive Director
of Black Skeptics Los Angeles and
the Women’s Leadership Project, a
Black feminist mentoring and civic
engagement program for girls of
color in South Los Angeles high
schools. She is also the author of
several literary works, including the
2020 release Humanists in the Hood:
Unapologetically Black Feminist, and Heretical and the
play, NARCOLEPSY, INC., which premiered at the 2018
Hollywood Fringe Festival. Her book Moral Combat,
released in 2011, is the first book on atheism to be
published by an African American woman.
Sikivu is one of the Five Fierce Humanists featured
on the cover of the July/August 2018 issue of The
Humanist Magazine and is also one of the co-producers
of the Women of Color Beyond Belief conference. She
is also the recipient of the 2020 Harvard Humanist of
the Year award (along with Ijeoma Oluo and Mandisa
Thomas), the Secular Student Alliance’s Backbone
Award in 2016 and was named Secular Woman’s 2013
Woman of the Year.

Gayle Jordan

(She/Her/Hers) is the current Executive Director of
Recovering from Religion. A former
Southern Baptist, Gayle left the
faith 12 years ago when her thenteenagers began asking questions
she could not answer. Her research
led her (and her children) into the light
of reason and rationality. Years later,
she still feels the effects, both positive
and negative, of that dramatic shift in perspective and
attitude. It is this sympathy and compassion that drives
her to reach out to help others navigate the emotional
and physical process involved in leaving one’s faith.
Gayle is the co-founder of the Nashville Nones
Convention (NaNoCon) and Murfreesboro Freethinkers.
In 2016 and 2018, she ran for state senate in rural
Tennessee as an open atheist, where she faced a
profoundly unconstitutional attack on religious liberty.
Gayle is an attorney and former personal trainer, who
is currently enjoying life in the Pacific Northwest close
to her children. She blogs about life, endurance event
training, and secularism at Happy. Healthy. Heathen.

Wil Jeudy, M.D.

(He/Him/His) is a board-certified Family Medicine
doctor who practices urgent care
full time in the Houston, TX area.
Though a relative newcomer to the
secular community, he jumped right
into activism, and became both the
Secretary of Houston Oasis, and
the American Atheists Assistant
State Director of Texas in December
of 2018. Wil has been featured as a guest on “The
Thinking Atheist” podcast, and on the “Fifth Tuesday
Series” radio program on 89.3 WRFG in Atlanta.
With those platforms, Wil is surely becoming a voice of
activism in Houston, and is actively trying to “get stuff
done” while unifying the secular groups in his area.

Anthony Magnabosco

(He/Him/His) is a Founder and the current Executive
Director of the new nonprofit
organization, Street Epistemology
International. A skeptic and atheist
from San Antonio, TX, he has been
practicing and promoting Street
Epistemology for years. Anthony has
had several hundred chats (many of
them, on camera and uploaded to
his YouTube channel) on a variety of claims including
Gods, ghosts, karma, law of attraction, and a variety of
social and political topics.
Anthony has appeared on The Thinking Atheist, The
Atheist Experience, Cognitive Dissonance, and The
David Pakman Show, to name a few. He has also given
countless talks and workshops on Street Epistemology
at conferences and events across the United States,
as well as internationally in Oslo, Norway, Manchester,
England, Canada. Anthony plans to speak in Germany
and Utah in the future.

Tina Marshall
(She/Her/Hers)

is the lead organizer of Black
Nonbelievers of Charlotte. A native
of Sacramento, CA, she lived and
worked in San Francisco, CA and
New York City, NY until settling
down in Charlotte, NC. There, she
was a founding member of Sunday
Assembly Charlotte, and in 2015,
established the Charlotte affiliate of
Black Nonbelievers.
Tina additionally works very closely with Atheists
Helping the Homeless Charlotte, which sets up monthly
giveaways of meals, clothes, and toiletries to people
experiencing homelessness. She is also active in
racial justice, providing bail, legal support, and supplies
for arrested protestors, and volunteers with her local
Democratic party. She was also an emcee for the first
ever Women of Color Beyond Belief Conference in 2019.
Tina is the recipient of the 2020 Heart of Humanism
award, which is presented by Foundation Beyond
Belief to individuals and organizations extraordinary
contributions to compassionate humanism.
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SP EA KERS I N D E X
Amuri Morris

(She/Her/Hers) studies art and business at Virginia
Commonwealth
University.
Her
work focuses on the manifestation
of identity (black in particular), and
consistently features the powerful
presence of the black figure as a way
to rewrite the protagonist narrative
western visual media historically
assigns
black
figures.
Amuri
volunteers as an art studio assistant at the Children’s
Museum of Richmond, and has also created several
murals in the city.
Amuri feels her racial identity led her to secularism, due
to religion being historically used as a tool of oppression
for black communities within America. By promoting
freethought, she hopes this will help shape future
leaders that are free from previous biases and unjust
religious grounds for governing our society.
Amuri is the recipient of the Hurston Scholarship, which
was jointly sponsored by Black Nonbelievers and the
Secular Student Alliance.

Darrel Ray, Ed.D

(He/Him/His) is a psychologist and author of several
books including, The God Virus: How
Religion Infects Our Lives and Culture
(IPC Press, 2009) and Sex and God:
How Religion Distorts Sexuality (IPC
Press 2012). He is also the founder
and president of the international
organization,
Recovering
from
Religion and The Secular Therapy
Project.
Darrel has spoken on hundreds of podcasts, and has
presented at conferences, and TV and radio programs
on the psychological impact of religion on emotional and
sexual health and development. He is also a frequent
guest speaker with Black Nonbelievers, including the
5th Anniversary Celebration in 2016, and the cruise
convention in 2019.

Phil Session

(He/Him/His) was born and raised just outside of Dallas,
TX, in two church homes - one Baptist
and the other a Free Church of God
in Christ. After getting involved with
the secular community in 2013, his
efforts centered around volunteerism
and community service projects.
That passion led him to organize
and attend hundreds of volunteer
activities in groups centered around non-belief in Austin
and San Antonio over the past seven years.
Phil is the volunteer coordinator and Vice-president of
the Freethinkers Association of Central Texas. He is
also the head organizer for Austin Atheists Helping the
Homeless, currently serves on the board of directors
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Phil Session (con’t)

for Foundation Beyond Belief and Recovering from
Religion, and is the community service organizer for
the Atheist Community of Austin (ACA). Phil previously
served as vice-president for the ACA, was a co-host on
The Atheist Experience, and served as a lay leader for
the Atheist/Humanist Meeting on Lackland Air Force
Base.

J.T. Snipes, Ph.D

(He/Him/His) is the Assistant Professor of Educational
Leadership at Southern Illinois
University at Edwardsville. Prior to
his faculty appointment, he worked
for over 12 years in higher education
administration.
Currently,
J.T.’s
research focuses on religion and
spirituality in higher education, African
American collegiate students, and
critical race theory in education. He recently completed
his award-winning dissertation entitled, Ain’t I Black too:
Counterstories of Black Atheist in College. It explores
the narratives of secular African American students in
college.
J.T.’s latest edited volume Remixed and Reimagined:
Innovations in Religion, Spirituality, and (Inter)Faith in
Higher Education invites readers to rethink religious
scholarship and practice in higher education and
student affairs.

Mandisa Thomas

(She/Her/Hers) is the founder and President of Black
Nonbelievers.
Although
never
formally indoctrinated into belief, she
was heavily exposed to Christianity,
Black Nationalism, and Islam.
Mandisa has a number of media
appearances to her credit, including
CBS Sunday Morning, CNN.com,
and Playboy, The Humanist, and JET
magazines. She has been a guest on podcasts such as
The Humanist Hour and Ask an Atheist, as well as the
documentaries Contradiction and My Week in Atheism.
She currently serves on the Board for American Atheists
and previously for Foundation Beyond Belief and the
Secular Coalition for America. She also is an active
speaker/organizer, and has presented at conferences/
conventions for Freedom from Religion Foundation,
Secular Student Alliance, and many others.
Mandisa is the recipient of the following awards:
2020 – Harvard Humanist of the Year (along with
Sikivu Hutchinson and Ijeoma Oluo)
2019 – Freedom From Religion Foundation’s
Freethought Heroine, the and Secular Student
Alliance’s Backbone Award
2018 – Unitarian Universalist Humanist Association’s
Person of the Year.
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Code of
C O D E O F C ONDU
CTConduct

Black Nonbelievers wants to provide a fun,
informative, and safe experience for our 10th Anniversary Celebration.
Prohibited conduct includes but is not limited to; harassment related to gender,
gender identity, sexual orientation, disability, physical appearance, body size,
race, age, and yes, religion. Unwanted physical contact and racist, sexist,
homophobic and transphobic language is also strictly prohibited.
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, all safety and social distancing guidelines WILL
be followed at this event. Please be sure to wear your masks, and other personal
protective equipment in the presence of other attendees. ALWAYS ask for
permission for closer contact.
Please ask for permission to take photographs of participants, speakers and
volunteers.
Everyone is expected to follow the Code of Conduct for this event, as well as
those set by the Hilton St. Charles. Any violations will result in ejection from the
event without a refund, and at the sole discretion of the conference organizers.
Please find any of the organizers and/or volunteers to report any incident of
harassment, or violation of this code of conduct.
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T H ANK YOU
Black Nonbelievers Thanks
The Following Additional Sponsors
American Humanist Association
Atheist Community of Austin (Texas)
Atheist Community of Lubbock (Texas)
We would also like to thank our generous supporters, our Board, our volunteer
organizers, and our fellow secular organizations for their tireless advocacy for
atheists and nonbelievers worldwide.
Please help us continue our work by making a tax-deductible donation today!!!

#BNchangeslives

